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aim

gdr / 02

find out something about the 
history of weimar between 1945 
and the german reunification!

!

take a look at 
the city map 
and start your 
tour! Your first 
stop is the 
Soviet memorial 
cemetery in the 
Park on the ilm 
river.

what was the significance of the 
Soviets in weimar during the 
period after world war ii and 
what did goethe and Schiller 
have to do with the german 
democratic republic (gdr)?

later on, tell the others what 
you have discovered and where 
visible traces of the gdr can 
be found in weimar!

!

?

>>
when the so-called peaceful 
revolution began in the gdr 
in 1989: what did the people 
demand and why?

?



?

find out which tour stop 
this image belongs to!

>>
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1Soviet memorial cemeterY
 paRk oN the ilM RiVeR

after germany had lost world 
war ii, the allied powers took 
over the government. on 
1 july 1945 the uSa passed 
the state of thuringia over to 
the Soviet military administra-
tion. the latter installed its 
so-called “Stabssitz” or staff 
headquarters in weimar: its 
commanding officers moved 
into offices at the former 
national Socialist gauforum,
and they stationed a large 
number of military units in 
town.

info

1945
1949
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1Soviet memorial cemeterY
 paRk oN the ilM RiVeR

1949
gdr / 05

1949

the commanding officers of the Soviet 
military administration for the state 
of thuringia in front of the staff head-
quarters in weimar.

thüringisches haupt-
staatsarchiv weimar
(Photo ernst Schäfer)



1Soviet memorial cemeterY
 paRk oN the ilM RiVeR

650 soldiers and officers of the 
red army were buried at this 
“memorial cemetery”. their 
final resting place is located 
in the Park on the ilm river. 
there is another Soviet me-
morial cemetery in weimar: 
it is located in the park of 
the belvedere Palace and was 
created as the central cemetery 
for the state of thuringia in 
1946. more than 2,000 addi-
tional graves for Soviet military 
employees and civilians are 
located there.

info

1945
1946

gdr / 06

find out how 
old the soldiers 
and officers 
were and when 
they died.

>>



1Soviet memorial cemeterY
 paRk oN the ilM RiVeR
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describe the monument’s design! 
compare the years inscribed on 
the monument and on the grave-
stones. what do you notice?

in the middle of the memorial cemetery 
there is a monument with an inscription 
in russian. the translation is: “eternal 
fame for the heroes 1941–1945“

>>

1941 
1946



1Soviet memorial cemeterY
 paRk oN the ilM RiVeR

1992
gdr / 08

the last Soviet troops left thuringia 
at the end of 1992. in their “FaRe-
Well SoNG” they sing:

“We now leave German soil forever,
because the war is long since over.
in the hope that now
eternal peace will last,
tanks and weapons 
now roll past. [...]
Germany, we give you our hand,
and go home to our fatherland.
our homeland welcomes our return,
our friendship will last for all time.”

quote



2german national theatre
 theateRplatZ

1948
gdr / 09

“Weimar will [...] become 
a creative centre with a pro-
gramme, a direction, a cultural 
plan that will be representa-
tive – not only for Weimar, 
thuringia or the east Zone, 
but for Germany. [...] the 
splendid new building  [...] 
is the very first representative 
theatre to be built in all of 
Germany after 1945. it rings 
in the fourth creative period  
[...] in Weimar that began 
with Goethe’s director ship in 
the year 1791.”

quote

inge von 
wangenheim 
(actress and writer) 
on the occasion 
of the re-opening 
of the National 
theatre in 1948



2german national theatre
 theateRplatZ

1949 
until 

1989gdr / 10

on 7 october 1949, the german 
democratic republic (gdr) was 
founded as a sovereign state 
along with the federal republic 
of germany. a sort of competition 
between the two german coun-
tries emerged. the government of 
the gdr utilised the significance 
of the classical city of weimar. it 
envisioned weimar as the centre 
of german culture per se: this is 
where goethe, Schiller, herder 
and wieland lived and worked. 
consequently, cultural activity 
in weimar and with that, the 
german national theatre, was 
given national priority.

info

Search the 
outside of the 
building for 
traces of the 
history of the 
german national 
theatre!

>>



2german national theatre
 theateRplatZ

1975
gdr / 11

“the German National the-
atre has become the theatre 
of the people in our socialist 
country, in which the workers 
and  farmers, the youth and all 
classes of the people experience 
rich encounters with the great 
humanistic, proletarian-revolu-
tionary and socialist works [...].”

erich honecker, 1975 
(1971–1989  gdr head of State)

quote

who is sup -
posed to go 
to the theatre 
in honecker’s 
opinion? think 
about the im por-
tance of going 
to the theatre 
from his stand-
point.

>>



2german national theatre
 theateRplatZ

1989 
until

1990gdr / 12

in the autumn of 1989 the first 
demonstrations against the regime 
took place in the gdr. in weimar, 
people met at the theatre Square 
and the democracy Square. week 
after week, up to 20,000 people 
gathered here. they demanded 
democracy, free elections and 
freedom to travel; at the same 
time they protested against the 
government’s misuse of power. 
in addition, they demanded the 
 legitimisation of the “new forum”. 
this opposition alliance strived for 
a restructuring of society. all the 
demonstrations were non-violent.

info



2german national theatre
 theateRplatZ

1989 
until 

1990gdr / 13

on 19 november 1989, the employees 
of the german national theatre an-
nounced a demonstration. the motto 
was: “freedom, equality, citizenship”.

claus bach, weimar

think about what this motto 
is demanding.

>>



3thälmann monument
BucheNWalDplatZ

gdr / 14

this is the first monument that 
the german democratic republic 
(gdr) erected for ernst thälmann 
(1886–1944). thälmann was the 
chairman of the german commu-
nist Party (kommunistische Partei 
deutschlands, kPd) and was a 
member of the reichstag from 
1924 until 1932.
the national Socialists murdered 
him at the buchenwald concen-
tration camp on 18 august 1944. 
on 17 august 1958 the statue 
was festively unveiled. from then 
on, thälmann was to serve as a 
role model for the new socialist 
country. 

info

1924
1944
1958

“From your 
sacrifice, our 
socialist deeds 
will grow.” 

what does the 
inscription on 
the wall behind 
the monument 
mean? describe 
how the inscrip-
tion and the 
monument make 
you feel.

>>



3thälmann monument
BucheNWalDplatZ
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kPd campaign 
poster for the 
reichstag election 
in 1932. after the 
Social democrats 
and the national 
Socialists, the kPd 
was the third-
strongest party 
at this election.

1932

d
eutsches h

istorisches m
useum

, berlin 



3thälmann monument
BucheNWalDplatZ
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1985

Pledge of the thälmann PioneerS

“ernst thälmann is my example.
i pledge to learn,
to work and to fight,
as ernst thälmann taught us.

i will act according to the rules
of the thälmann pioneers.

true to our salutation i will
always favour peace and
socialism.”

children in grades 1 to 7 were usually 
“pioneers” in the gdr and consequently 
members of the political mass organisation 
“ernst thälmann”. at age 14 they were 
entitled to join the freie deutsche jugend 
(free german Youths).

quote

think about 
how thälmann 
was supposed 
to serve as a role 
model for child-
ren and youths 
in the gdr!

>>



4PariSh hall, St. jacob’S church
 aM JakoBSkiRchhoF 9

1982 
until

1984gdr / 17

at the beginning of the 1980’s the 
so-called monday circle met in this 
Parish hall every week. between 
30 and 70 young people gathered 
here. they discussed  environmental 
protection and peace issues in the 
gdr. they used rooms that be-
longed to the church, which was 
not under state control. they orga-
nised concerts here, for  example. 
the employees of the Geheim-
dienst Staatssicherheit (Stasi, State 
Secret Security Service) classified 
these meetings as politically 
 dangerous and subversive. that is 
why they put the monday circle 
under constant observation.

info



4PariSh hall, St. jacob’S church
 aM JakoBSkiRchhoF 9

1949
until 

1990gdr / 18

early on, young people in the 
gdr were strictly instructed and 
controlled. although there were 
many cultural events, they were 
rarely to the taste of young peo-
ple. they were seen as being dull, 
compulsory exercises. almost all 
young people were members of 
the state organisations: “Young 
Pioneers”, “thälmann Pioneers” 
and later “free german Youth”. 
dissident youths such as Punks 
were often excluded from these 
organisations’ events and were 
politically unaccepted.

info



4PariSh hall, St. jacob’S church
 aM JakoBSkiRchhoF 9
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“der rest” (“the others”) – a perfor-
mance in the Parish hall of the St. jacob’s 
church in 1984. “der rest” was the first 
gdr band to release a record in west 
berlin (500 copies pressed). they did not 
have permission to play in the gdr.

claus bach, weimar

1984 
until 

1987



4PariSh hall, St. jacob’S church
 aM JakoBSkiRchhoF 9
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“We live in a 
country, where 
every person is 
the same.
it isn’t easy 
to say that,
yeah it isn’t easy.

But every minority 
that the government 
doesn’t like is
suppressed and 
just slapped away.

We hate 
this country,
we are a burden
for it.

they want to 
get rid of us,
but that makes 
us hate them.

you put us in jail 
and hit us in the face 
you won’t get us 
down, no you 
can’t do that.

We don’t fit 
into this country,
don’t belong 
to the system
we live in 
a better world
with better ideas.”

SongteXt
“leben” (“life”) 
by the “mehrzweck-
orchester fröhliche 
note” (mofn, 
“multi-Purpose-
orchestra happy 
note”), weimar

1980’s

quote



4PariSh hall, St. jacob’S church
 aM JakoBSkiRchhoF 9
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1986

“Forms of degradation towards 
those seeking emigration permits, 
punks, people with pacifist and 
anarchist orientations and 
christian motivated youths of 
the Weimar Monday circle:

- goal-oriented disqualification 
of commitments in regard to 
 par ticular ideals, role models, 
etc. and the initiation of doubts 
about their personal chances

- initiation of mistrust and 
mutual suspicion within groups 
of an enemy nature or groupings 
of an enemy-negative nature.”

rainer wagner
Stasi degree dissertation
15 august 1986

quote

write down 
what means 
the State 
Security used 
to work against 
its “enemies”. 
what were 
their aims?

>>
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