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Dealing with the hundred-year history of the Bauhaus, this book is 
framed by two material concepts: dust & data. While dust fore-
grounds new approaches to the material analysis of objects and 
ruins, data designates new approaches to managing the enormous 
amount of information accumulated about the subject over the years. 

An extraordinary group of leading international scholars, archi-
tects, theorists, artists, and novelists unearth new details about the 
history of the school and reveal the perspectives of marginalized,  
dislocated, silenced, and dispersed voices that have gone unheard 
– until now. These include the voices of queer architects, of the (too) 
few women practitioners, of those in the global South who studied 
at the Bauhaus or were influenced by its ideas, and the perception of 
the school beyond the Iron Curtain of the Cold War. 

The essays, conversations, and documents collected here cover 
a time span that starts with the inception of the Bauhaus school in 
1919 in the immediate aftermath of World War I and extends through 
several stages of dislocation to its demise on the eve of World War 
II. This collection also engages with the school’s multiple afterlives. 
It deals with the migration of teachers and students, the dissemina-
tion of its ideas into various cultural contexts, the state of the build-
ings that were left behind, and the circulation of objects produced 
by Bauhaus protagonists.

Altogether this book offers an unprecedentedly complex and 
unique conversation regarding Bauhaus history, underpinned by its 
ideological and cultural interpretations, and is an invaluable resource 
for scholars and practitioners alike. 

“This book takes the centenary celebration of the Bauhaus as an 
occasion to show that looking ever more closely at this school never 
disappoints. Rather than repeating the established narrative or per-
petuating the co-option of Bauhaus design into a luxury brand, the 
book repoliticizes, diversifies, globalizes, and digitalizes the history 
of this movement and its intriguing protagonists as well as its mate-
rial and immaterial products. Scholars from multiple generations 
make new archival discoveries, compile original interviews and bring 
previously unimagined lenses to let us see the Bauhaus and its world-
wide impact in ways that are reaffirming or unsettling, but always 
refreshing.” 

Esra Akcan, Associate Professor of Architecture,
Director of the Institute for European Studies, Cornell University, NY, USA
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